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REVIEW, 


IT  muft  appear  a  matter  of  aftonifh- 
ment  to  every  candid,  and  impartial 
obferver  of  events,  in  thefe  enlighten- 
ed times,  to  behold  the  rancour,  bigot- 
ry, and  animofity,  with  which  the 
claims  of  catholic  emancipation  have 
been  oppofed. 

WERE  the  catholics  of  thefe  realms 
now  attempting  to  fubvert  the  efta- 
blifhedproteftant  mode  of  worlhip,  in 
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order  to  fubftitute  in  its  flead  the 
catholic  religion;  or  were  they  en- 
deavouring to  compel  the  protcftants 
to  conform  to  any  one  fingle  article  of 
their  faith  obnoxious  to  them  ;  they 
might  then  in  fome  degree  be  juftified 
on  their  own  principles ;  but  this  is 
by  no  means  the  cafe  :  the  catholics  of 
thefe  realms  are  only  petitioning  the 
legiflature  to  place  them  on  a  level 
with  the  proteftants,  in  refpedl  to  all 
their  civil  rights,  privileges,  and  emo- 
luments. 

I  am  well  aware  that  there  are  many 
intolerant  proteftants  to  be  found  with- 
in thefe  realms,  who  maintain  that  no 
civil  power  fhould  be  allowed  to  the 
catholics  in  this  country.  Upon  what 
plea  of  juftice,  equity,  or  policy,  can  fo 
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monftrous  a    dodlrine   be  fupported  ? 
The  catholics   are  not  the  intruders ; 
and  have  they  not  for  thefe  laft  three 
centuries    back    difplayed    as     much 
loyalty,  and  fidelity,  to  their  king,  and 
country,  as  the  proteftants  ;    however 
fome  few  individuals  among  them  may 
have  been  convidled  of  being  concern- 
ed in  fome  mod  horrid  and  deteftable 
confpiracies,  as  the  Rye-houfe  and  gun- 
powder plots,  &c.  ?  But  I  muft  here  ob- 
ferve  that  only  fe  ven  perfons,  of  no  note, 
and  they,  I  believe,  not  all  catholics, 
were  found  guilty  of  the  gun-powder 
plot,  and  eight  other  perfons  were  con- 
vidled  of  being  privy  to  it ;  and  thus  on- 
ly fifteen  perfons  could  be  proved  (after 
the  fulled  inveftigation)  to  have  been 
any  way  implicated  in  this  black,  and 
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demoniacal  plot.  What  a  crying  in- 
juftice,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  the 
proteftants,  is  it  not,  to  accufe  the 
whole  body  of  the  catholics  in  the 
kingdom  of  being  concerned  in  this 
horrid  plot  (which  they  alfo  nick-name 
the  popifh  plot),  when  they  were  as 
ignorant,  and  innocent  of  it,  as  the 
proteftants  themfelves  ?  And  I  can  fafe- 
ly  aflert  all  the  other  plots  charged  on 
them  are  equally  groundlefs.  I  here 
call  on  the  proteftants  to  prove  thefe 
grofs  and  calumnious  charges  thus 
brought  againft  the  whole  body  of  the 
catholics,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  fub- 
ftantiate  them,  then  to  difavow  them, 

HAVE  not  the  catholics  of  the  pre- 
fent  times,  who  have  chanced  to  have 
been  employed  aboard  the  fleet,  or  in 
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the  Britifh  army,  in  conjunction  with 
the  proteftants,  (hewn  as  much  zeal,  ala- 
crity, and  bravery  in  fighting  the  battles 
of  their  country  as  they  have  ?  Why 
then  are  the  brave  Irifh  catholics  con- 
tinued to  be  enlifted  into  the  Britifh 
fervice,  under  the  exprefs  permiflion 
of  being  allowed  the  free  pradlice  of 
their  religion,  in  confequence  of  the  a& 
of  the  Irifh  legiflature,  paft  fome  years 
fince,granting  to  them  that  defirable  pri- 
vilege !  but  who  have  no  iboner  put  on 
their  regimentals,  and  been  fufficiently 
drilled  to  appear  in  the  ranks,  then 
they  are  marched  off  from  their  Sun- 
day parades,  to  the  neareft  proteftant 
parifh  church,  and  there  compelled  to 
hear  divine  fervice,  and  never  more  al- 
lowed to  attend  in  the  catholic  chapels, 
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the  worfhip  of  their  religion  ;  and  arc 
thus  deprived  of  a  right  they  are  legal- 
ly entitled  to,  and  which  they  had  fti- 
pulated  for  on  entering  the  fervice? 

I  muft  here  obferve  that  thefe  are 
not  times  calculated  to  fandtion  fuch 
double  dealings  towards  fo  very  large 
a  portion  of  the  population  of  thefe 
realms  as  is  formed  by  four  millions 
of  Irifli  catholics,  conftituting,  on  a 
moderate  computation,  one-fixth  of 
the  aggregate  population  of  the  whole 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 
Such  unjuftifiable  proceedings  can  only 
tend  to  increafe,  and  irritate,  the  very 
univerfal  difcontent  that  already  reigns 
in  the  minds  of  the  catholics  of  Ire- 
land, which  nothing  lefs  than  total 
emancipation  will  ever  fully  do  away. 
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IT   is  well  known  that  during  the 
period  that  Ireland  poflefled  an  inde- 
pendent legiflature  of  its  own,  it  en- 
a6led  feveral  laws  in  favour    of    the 
Irifh   catholics,   relieving   them   from 
many  difabilities  that    by    law   they 
were  then  fubjecT:  to ;  and  alfo  grant- 
ing to  them  privileges,  that  the  laws  of 
their  country  heretofore  debarred  them 
from  enjoying  :  fuch  as  voting  at  elec- 
tions ;    holding  certain   fpecified   em- 
ployments ;  and  offices  of  emolument 
under  government.     And  among  other 
things,   the  catholics  were  then   per- 
mitted to  enter  the  army  on  the  Iriftx 
eflablifhment,  with  liberty  to  practife 
their  religion,  and  to  hold  all  ranks  in 
it  under  that  of  commander  in  chief, 
as  I  have  above  alluded  to. 
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THESE  judicious    and   liberal   laws 
were  only  co-extenfive  with  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  Ireland  :  when,  therefore,  a  re- 
giment which  had  been  on  the  Irifli 
eftabifliment,  was  ordered  over  to  do 
duty  in  England,  the  catholic  officers 
in  fuch  regiment  became  liable  to  all  the 
penalties  that  the  Englifli  catholics  are 
ftill  fubje&ed  to,  from  the  difgraceful 
penal  code  that  at  this  day  ftill  remains 
in  force  againft   them :    in  fadl,  they 
hereby    become    illegal    officers.      So 
palpable  an  abfurdity  foon  became  evi- 
dent, and  it  is  well   known  that  the 
late  able  and  enlightened  miniftry  were 
difmifled  from  office  folely  on  account 
of  the  generous  and  noble  endeavours 
they  made   while    in  power  to  do  it 
away,  and  to   extend  thofe  beneficial 
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laws  to    the   catholics  and   diflenters 
throughout  the  united  kingdom; 

SUCH  a  miniftry,  in  my  opinion, 
merited  a  far  different  kind  of  treat- 
ment from  this  ;  they  fhould  have  been 
continued  in  office,  and  complimented 
with  the  thanks  of  the  nation,  along 
with  the  heart-felt  fentiments  of  grati- 
tude of  an  immenfely  numerous  clafs 
of  individuals,  that  would  have  been 
thus  benefited  and  relieved  from  the 
odious  and  unfufferable  oppreffion  they 
at  -prefent  labour  under;  and  I  am 
confident  that  thefe  will  be  fhortly 
found  to  be  the  only  means  left  of 
faving  the  nation  from  becoming,  by 
piece-meal,  a  prey  to  its  mighty  and 
infatiable  foe  ! 

THE  neceflity  and  urgency  of  hearty 
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concord  and  unanimity  among  all 
ranks  and  defcriptions  of  perfons  in 
the  nation,  in  thefe  very  alarming 
times,  is  felf-evident ;  and  the  only 
means  by  which*  cordial  unanimity 
and  concord  can  be  infured  to  it,  is  by 
granting  the  meafure  of  catholic  eman- 
cipation. 

WERE  I  poflefTed  of  a  fecret,  and 
willing  to  divulge  it  to  government, 
by  which  the  whole  of  the  immenfe 
catholic  population  of  Ireland  and  of 
this  country  could  be  infallibly  in- 
duced at  once  to  become  converts  to 
the  proteftant  religion,  I  am  well 
aware  that  a^,  proteftant  government 
would  think  in  that  cafe,  that  no  re- 
ward, however  great  I  might  Value  it 
at,  too  great  for  the  purqhafe  of  it ; 


IS 

becaufe,  by -fiich  means,  a  very  great 
phyfical   ftrength  and  fecurity  would 
be  thereby  afforded  to  the  nation  at 
large  :  but  as  I  am  not,  no  more  than 
any  other  human  being  under  the  fun, 
polTefTed  of  fuch  a  fecret,  and  as  this 
cannot    poflibly   be    effected   by    any 
human  power  on  the  earth,  it  becomes 
a  proteflant  government  to  follow  in 
this   cafe,    the    didates  of  reafon  and 
common  fenfe,   and  to  endeavour   to 
conciliate  the  affeflions,  which  cannot 
be  forced,  of  fo  large  a  population,  by 
fully  granting  to  them,  without  any 
referve,  all  their  demands :    by  thefe 
means  their  moft  hearty   co-operation 
in  the  defence  of  the   united   empire 
would  be  infured  ;  and  without  fuch 
conceffion,  every  thing  alarming  may 
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be  apprehended  from  their  difaffedion 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  Can  it  be 
expedled  in  reafon  that  this  cruelly 
oppreffed  part  of  the  nation  will  con- 
tinue to  ftand  forward  on  all  occafions 
as  heretofore,  to  fight  the  battles  of  its 
oppreffors,  and  rivet  on  themfelves  the 
ihackles  of  the  religious  intolerance 
and  perfecution  under  which  they 
have  groaned  for  three  centuries  paft  ? 
BY  granting  the  meafure  of  catholic 
emancipation,  the  alarms  and  fears  on 
the  Tcore  of  Ireland  would  be  diffi- 
pated ;  the  nation  would  be  enabled 
to  raife  immediately  an  effective  army 
of  at  lead  one  hundred  thoufand  men, 
from  among  the  catholics  in  Ireland ; 
and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  from  among  the  catho* 


15 

lies  in  England.  Moreover,  Ireland 
would  then  cheerfully  become  the 
inexhauftible  ftore-houfe  of  recruits 
for  this  great  army.  It  might  then  be 
left  fafely  under  the  protection  of 
its  own  militia  and  yeomanry,  and  the 
whole  army  thus  raifed,  might  become 
a  difpofable  force :  and  fhould  any 
fudden  attack  be  made  on  its  fhores, 
their  militia  and  yeomanry,  joined 
to  the  fpirit  of  its  inhabitants,  would 
empower  them  to  repel  any  fuch  at- 
tempt, or  at  leaft  to  defend  themfelves 
till  fuch  time  as  a  regular  army  could 
be  fent  to  their  fuccour  from  the 
mother  country. 

WERE  this  moft  defireable  meafure 
of  total  emancipation  once  carried,  it 
would  revive  the  defponding  hopes  of 
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the  nation ;  it  would  inftil  animation, 
fpirit,  and  confidence  into  every  indivi- 
dual of  it ;  and  it  would  enable  it  to 
behold,  without  dread,  the  mighty  and 
extenfive  preparations  that  are  now 
making  on  our  oppofite  fhores  to  in- 
vade us.  And  I  am  in  this  cafe  confi- 
dent, mould  Bonaparte  fucceed  in  land- 
ing an  army,  however  flrong,  it  would 
be  fpecdily  overcome  by  an  united  na- 
tion, fighting  for  every  thing  that  was 
dear  to  man — but  fliould  the  meafure 
be  refufed,  and  long  delayed,  I  fear  a 
Contrary  iflue  would  take  place.  Re- 
member that  by  fuch  refufal,  you 
eftrange  from  you  the  afFedlions  and 
exertions  of  above  four  millions  of 
perfons,  forming  at  leafl  one-fixth  of 
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the  whole    population  of  the   united 
kingdom. 

Now,  as  to  the  objections  to  this 
meafure :  What  are  they  ?  They 
would  mod  ferioufly,  according  to 
fome  perfons'  opinions,  endanger  the 
proteftant  religion,  particularly  in  Ire- 
land. To  this  I  fay,  that  it  is  a  political 
,  meafure  of  urgent  neceflity,  policy,  and 
expediency,  that  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proteftant  or  the  catholic  re- 
ligion ;  that  the  catholics  of  Ireland 
and  England  are  only  demanding  their 
civil  native  birth-rights,  and  to  be 
placed  on  a  level,  in  thefe  refpedls, 
with  their  proteftant  brethren ;  and 
that  they  difclaim  all  interference  with 
the  religious  and  ecclefiaftical  rights  of 
the  proteftant  church  j  and  that  they 
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are  not  feeking  for  any  thing  belong- 
ing to  it ;  and  that  their  own  religious 
tenets  debar  them  from  ever  holding 
any  poft,  rank,  or  place,  in  the  pro- 
teftant  church,  from  which  any  in- 
tereft,  emolument,  or  benefit  could  ac- 
crue to  them ;  and  that  they  do  not 
defire  to  fubflitute  the  catholic  for 
the  proteftant  religion  in  Ireland. 
The  great  oppolition  that  is  made  to 
the  conceffion  of  this  meafure  in  thefe 
awful  times,  appears  real  infatuation. 
What !  is  religious  prejudice  and  in- 
tolerance to  be  permitted  to  endanger 
the  very  exiflence  of  the  independence 
of  the  nation  ?  Is  it  not  evident  to 
every  man,  that  mould  Bonaparte  fuc- 
ceed  at  any  time,  (under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  of  irritation)  in  landing  an 
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army  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand 
men,  in  Ireland,  which  is  a  thing  by 
no  means  impoflible,  confidering  the 
cafualties  of  the  feas,  In  that  cafe  it 
is  to  be  ferioufly  feared  that  his  armies 
would  be  immediately  joined  by  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  difcontented  popula- 
tion of  that  country,  which  would 
render  Ireland  an  eafy  conqueft  to 
him.  Should  fuch  a  difaftrous  event 
ever  take  place,  the  fpeedy  deftrudlion 
of  Britain  muft  infallibly  enfue.  And 
can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  were  he  to 
land  on  the  Britifli  fhores,  and  con- 
quer the  country,  that  he  would  al- 
low the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment  of 
the  proteftant  church  in  thefe  realms 
to  remain  entire  and  unmolefted  ? 
No  !  He  has  not  fpared  the  dignities 
c 
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and  revenues  of  the  catholic  church  in 
his  own  dominions  ;  much  lefs  would 
he  fpare  thofe  of  the  proteftants  in 
this  country.  I  may  fafely  then,  ven- 
ture to  predict,  that  he  would  imme- 
diately feize  on  all  the  property,  re- 
venues, and  livings,  of  the  proteftanc 
church — fend  adrift,  without  any  pro- 
vifion,  its  bifhops,  dignitaries,  and 
clergy,  and  divide  their  fpoils  among 
his  generals,  dependents,  and  follow- 
ers, but  without  further  molefting  the 
proteftants  in  the  free  and  uncontrolled 
exercife  of  their  religious  worfhip,  on 
account  of  their  differing  from  the 
holy  catholic  religion,  eftablifhed  in 
his  own  dominions :  nor  would  he 
fubjedl  them  to  penalties  and  di£- 
abilities  for  profelfing  fuch  tenets. 
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No  !  I  am  perfuaded,  the  mighty 
conqueror  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
entertains  in  his  mind  no  fuch  illiberal, 
intolerant,  and  contracted  notions 
of  felfifh,  bigoted,  religious  policy. 
Had  his  vaftly  capacious  mind 
been  imbued  with  fuch  contracted 

4 

ideas,  he  would  never  have  dared 
to  undertake  the  great  achievements 
he  has  already  performed.  He  has 
granted  religious  emancipation  to  all 
chriftian  fecfls,  and  to  every  denomina- 
tion whatever  of  diflenters,  in  all  the 
different  kingdoms  his  great  armies 
have  fubdued :  and  the  very  Jews, 
the  moft  degraded  of  all  fedls,  he  has 
not  only  emancipated,  but  has  more- 
over {hewn  to  them  fingular  marks  of 
favour.  This  great,  liberal,  and  en- 
c  2 
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lightened  policy,  will  at  all  times  in- 
fure  to  him  the  affedlions  of  myriads 
upon  myriads  of  perfons,  who  may 
chance  to  have  been  educated  in  a  dif- 
ferent mode  of  worfhip  from  that  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliment  of  their 
own  native  country,  or  from  that  of 
their  conqueror.  The  Britifh  nation 
fhould  not,  on  this  occafion,  be  above 
taking  a  leflbn  from  its  great  adver- 
fary,  and  grant  at  once  catholic  emanci- 
pation. Fas  eft  ab  Hofte  doceri. 

THE  prefent  feeble  and  puny  Britifh 
miniftry  fliould  endeavour  to  diveft 
themfelves  from  their  prefent  illiberal 
and  contracted  ideas  of  governing  a 
great  and  free  nation,  which  is  at  pre- 
fent ftruggling  to  divide  the  empire  of 
the  world  with  its  conqueror,  and  ac- 
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quire  more  enlightened  and  enlarged 
notions  on  the  totally  changed  ftate  of 
the  affairs  of  the  univerfe  :  but  this,  I 
fear,  cannot  be  expecfled  from  the  prefent 
men  in  power.  Were  the  late  illuftrious 
and  enlightened  miniftry  to  be  again 
called  into  office,  the  nation  then  would 
foon  fee  all  this  realifed,  and  far  more* 
The  prefent  puny,  rafli,  and  incon- 
fiderate  miniftry  are  thought  by 
many  perfons  to  have  fhewn,  on  a 
late  occafion,  a  very  confiderable  de- 
gree of  vigour  in  their  attack  upon 
Copenhagen,  and  the  feizure  of  the 
Danifh  fleet.  They  are  even  termed  by 
their  dependents,  the  vigourous  mi- 
niftry !  In  my  opinion,  whatever 
vigour  they  have  hereby  fhewn,  in 
attacking,  unawares,  a  defencelefs  ally, 
they  have  difgraced  the  nation  by 
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committing  an  aft,  that  I  fear  they 
never  will  be  able  to  juftify.  In  what 
elfe  they  have  ever  fhewn  any  vigour,  I 
know  not,  unlefs  it  be  in  their  obflinate 
refiftance  to  the  meafure  of  catholic 
emancipation,  fo  evidently  neceflary 
for  the  future  fafety  of  the  nation. 

THE  late  miniftry,  on  the  contrary, 
compofed  of  all  the  mod  diftinguifhed 
families  in  the  realm,  no  lefs  remark- 
able for  their  high  rank,  ancient  no- 
bility, and  great  landed  property,  than 
for  their  enlightened  talents  and  great 
abilities ;  yet  the  bug-bear  of  No  Popery! 
was  enabled  to  overwhelm  this  mighty 
phalanx.  Such  is  the  power  of  religi- 
ous prejudice  in  this  fuppofed  liberal 
and  enlightened  nation.  However  they 
brought  forward  during  the  very  fhort 
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period  they  were  in  office,  the  follow- 
ing great  and  truly  beneficial  plans  : 
Firft,  The  total  abolition  of  the  dif- 
graceful  African  flave  trade;  which 
abolition  the  great  minifter,  Mr  Pitt, 
had  been  feventeen  years  ftriving  in 
vain  to  bring  about,  they  completely 
effedled  during  that  very  fliort 
period.  Secondly,  they  brought  for- 
ward a  plan  of  carrying  on  the  war 
without  any  additional  taxes.  Third- 
ly, a  plan  to  new  model  the  court  of 
feffions  in  Scotland,  and  aflimilate 
more  its  laws  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, by  extending  to  it  the  right 
of  having  juries,  as  in  England,  in  all 
trials  of  criminal  and  civil  tranfadions, 
a  thing  much  wanted  in  that  part  of 
the  united  kingdom.  Fourthly,  a  new 
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and  very  advantageous  mode  of  inlifting 
for  only  feven  years,  for  the  regular 
army.     And  fifthly,  the  great  plan  of 
catholic  emancipation.     Their  fudden, 
unexpected,  and  ever  to  be  regretted 
difmifTal  from   office,  put  an  end  to 
thefe  four  laft  plans,    yet,     neverthe- 
lefs,    they    are     highly     entitled      to 
the  heart-felt   thanks    of   all    the   ca- 
tholics of  thefe    realms,  (who  fhould 
on  all  occafions,  give  them  their  utmoft 
fupport)   for  the  exertions   and  facri- 
fices  they  have  made  on  their  account, 
and   which   they   have     equally    con- 
tinued    fince    their     difmiflal     from 
'power ;    and  that   whenever  this    de- 
firable  meafure  may  take    effedl,    its 
fuccefs  muft  be  entirely  attributed  to 
them. 
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IT  is  well  known  that  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry  came  into  office,  pledged  to  op- 
pofe  the  meafure  of  catholic  emancipa- 
tion to  the  utmoft ;  and  that  feveral  of 
its  members  have  been  ram  and  impru- 
dent enough  to  declare  in  parliament, 
that  this  meafure  fhould  never  be 
granted  to  them.  This  menace, 
I  can  allure  thcfe  perfons,  will  never 
deter  upwards  of  four  millions  of  loyal 
fubjedts,  and  fteady  friends  to  their 
country,  from  conftantly  demanding 
entire  redrefs  from  their  prefent  ftate 
of  oppreflion,  in  order  to  become  ufeful 
and  effective  protedlors  of  it,  in  con- 
jundlion  with  their  fellow-countrymen. 
This  injudicious  and  irritating  threat 
will  ferve  to  mew  what  able  politi- 
cians now  govern  the  nation.  It  ha* 
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been  reported  that  at  leaft  two  leading 
individuals  of  the  prefent  adminiftration, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  affairs, 
have  become  converts  to  the  meafure : 
I  hope  for  the  fake  of  the  nation,  this 
report  will  fhortly  hereafter  prove  to  be 
well  founded. 

THE  catholics  of  thefe  realms  are  re- 
prefented  by  fome  of  their  proteftant 
fellow  countrymen,  at  leaft  thofe  of  Ire- 
land are,  as  a  clafs  of  people  grofsly  ig- 
norant, illiterate,  fuperftitious,  idolatrous 
and  indigent,  wiihing  for  no  further 
liberty  than  what  they  at  prefent  enjoy. 
Abufe  is  no  anfwer  to  argument :  in  re- 
futation of  this  charge,  I  will  here  quote 
a  paflage  or  two  from  a  fmall  pamphlet 
written  by  an  Irifli  catholic,  entitled  a 
*  Preface  to  an  accurate  Copy  of  the  Irifh 
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catholics'  Petition ;"  and  were  I  now 
to  quote  pafTages  from  all  the  numerous 
Irifh  catholic  writers  on  this  fubjedl, 
(and  I  am  aftonifhed  thofe  of  Eng- 
land follow  not  their  example,)  I  fliould 
now  have  an  eafy  tafk"  indeed ;  as  in 
that  cafe  I  would  have  only  to  tran- 
fcribe  what  had  already  been  publifii- 
ed  ;  but  my  motive  for  engaging  in 
this  undertaking  is  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Britifh  public  particularly  to  the 
grievou{lyopprefled,cruel,andnegledled 
ftate  of  bondage  of  the  catholics  of  Great 
Britain.  He  writes,  "  The  catholics  of 
our  time  are  adlive,  vigorous,  public 
fpirited,  intelligent,  and  opulent."  In 
another  place  he  obferves,  that  "  To 
obftrudl  all  the  paths  of  emulation  and 
ambition,  to  reprefs  all  elevation  of 
D  2 


so 

mind,  all  the  energies  of  character  in  a 
great  people  is  not  to  tolerate."  And  to 
fome  objections  made  againft  them  he 
fays,  "  The  objection  is,  catholics  ad- 
mitted to  command,  might  ftill  be  ac- 
companied by  their  fectarian  feelings  : 
it  fuppofes  firft  thefe  feelings  to  exift 
among  them  in  a  great  -degree,  which  is 
really  inconfiftent  with  fact;  and  it 
fuppofes  in  contradiction  to  moft  com- 
mon and  obvious  obfervations,  that  a 
anan  engaged  in  a  courfe  of  military 
fervice,  forming  new  habits  and  en- 
larged aflbciations,  could  ftill  preferve 
the  difpofitions  of  a  fectary,  contrary 
to  the  activity  of  his  life,  contrary  to 
the  favourite  wifh  and  hope  of  enter- 
prizing  men,  promotion  and  the  flatter- 
ing notice  of  their  fuperiors.  If  you 
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dreaded  in  a  young  man  the  prevalence 
of  thefe  difpofitions  ;  if  you  wifhed  to 
detach  him  from  them,  or  to  extingui£h 
them  altogether,  you  would  place  him 
in  a  Britifh  man  of  war,  or  regiment ; 
you  would  engage  him  in  various  and 
adlive  purfuits,  and  prefent  to  him 
views  of  ambition.  No  narrow  bias 
of  this  nature  could  poffibly  maintain 
its  ground  againfl  that  change  of  ob- 
jecls,  and  againfh  the  habitual  conver- 
fation  and  example  of  men  of  widely 
different  impreffions  :  if  you  defired 
to  promote  in  any  individual  thefe  dif- 
pofitions, you  would  fet  him  fullenly 
in  a  retired  and  domeflic  life,  to 
brood  over  his  privations."  Are  fuch 
writers  illiterate  ? 

I  will  now  quote  two  or  three  paf- 
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fages  from  a  very  able  proteflant 
writer  on  the  prefent  affairs  of  Ireland. 
Parnell,  in  his  hiftorical  apology  for 
the  Irifh  catholics,  to  prove  that  they 
are  not  the  bigots  they  are  falfely  re- 
prefented  to  be  by  their  countrymen 
on  this  fide  of  the  water.  He  fays, 
"  The  Irifh  catholics  bigots  !  The 
Irifh  catholics  are  the  only  fedl  that 
ever  refumed  power  without  exercifing 
vengeance." 

"  A  ftill  more  ftriking  proof  that  the 
Irifh  Roman  catholics  in  Queen  Mary's 
reign,  were  very  little  infedled  with 
religious  bigotry,  may  be  drawn  from 
their  conduct  towards  the  proteftants 
when  the  proteftants  were  at  their 
mercy.  They  made  a  wife  and  mo- 
derate ufe  of  their  afcendancy ;  they 
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entertained  no  refentment  for  the  paft ; 
they  laid  no  plans  for  future  domina- 


tion.' 


"  WE  are  not  to  imagine,  that  be- 
caufe  the  Irifh  catholics  long  felt  very 
little  intereft  about  their  emancipation 
from  degradation,  that  the  catholics 
then  felt  very  little  upon  entering  on 
it ;  on  the  contrary,  juft  that  degree  of 
rage  and  indignation  which  the  Irifh 
proteftants,  fpoiled  by  power,  would 
now  feel,  if  their  churches  were  ihut 
up ;  if  they  were  compelled  to  go  to 
mafs  ;  if  they  were  declared  incapable 
of  holding  any  offices  of  truft  and 
emolument ;  if  they  were  driven  from 
the  privy  council ;  juft  that  degree 
muft  the  catholics  have  felt,  (and  ftill 
feel)  when  for  the  firft  time  they  were 
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difcountenanced  and  perfecuted  by 
government."  I  will  at  prefent  refrain 
from  giving  any  more  quotations  from 
this  gentleman's  publication,  highly 
meriting  the  attention  of  the  proteflant 
public;  intending  as  I  do,  inferting 
herein  a  copious  appendix  from  it. 

THE  catholics  are  moreover  accufed 
by  the  proteftants  of  paying  no  regard 
to  the  facred  obligation  of  an  oath, 
where  their  religion  is  concerned  ;  and 
that  their  bifhops  and  priefts  have  the 
power,  in  fuch  inftances,  of  abfolving 
them  from  complying  with  it.  I  am 
really  furprifed  that  any  proteftants 
whatever,  can  confidently,  and  without 
blufhing,  bring  fuch  an  accufation. 
againft  them,  when  they  muft  well 
know  that  it  is  only  a  few  oaths  that 
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debar  the  higher  ranks  among  the 
catholics  from  fitting  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament :  a  privilege  too,  which 
they  are  at  prefent  fo  anxious  to  obtain ; 
therefore,  if  fuch  a  power  exifted  in 
their  church,  they  would  avail  them- 
felves  of  it.  I  will  here  quote  on  this 
fubjeft  a  paffage  or  two  from  a  late 
publication  of  one  of  our  catholic 
bifhops,  entitled  An  inquiry  into  cer- 
tain vulgar  opinions  concerning  the 
catholic  inhabitants  of  Ireland :  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Milner,  D.  D,  F.  A.  S.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

"  But  fir,  to  be  ferious,  I  beg  you 
will  obferve  that  the  teft  oaths  againft 
catholics,  have  completely  anfwered 
their  purpofe  in  keeping  them  out  of 
parliament,  benefices,  and  places,  and 
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fubjedling  them  to  a  thoufand  incoa- 
venient  and  grinding  laws. 

"  THIS  inconteftible  and  filming 
fadl  will  for  ever  demonftrate  the  re- 
ligion the  catholics  attach  to  the  obliga- 
tion of  oaths  ;  and  that  their  church  does 
not  furnifh  them  with  any  remedy  for 
efcaping  from  it." 

I  will  now  here  infert  an  article  oil 
the  pope's  fuppofed  depofing  power, 
from  a  fmall  pamphlet  entitled,  A  ca- 
tholic mifreprefented  and  reprefented, 
twenty-firft  edition,  which  I  moft 
ftrongly  recommend  every  proteftant  in 
thefe  realms  to  read,  who  may  wifli 
to  be  informed  of  the  real  tenets  of  the 
catholic's  creed:  the  price  docs  not 
exceed  a  {hilling. 
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OF  THE  DEPOSING  POWER. 
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THE  catholic  mifreprefented 
lieves  that  the  pope  has  authority  to 
difpenfe  with  his  allegiance  to  his 
prince,  and  that  he  needs  no  longer 
be  a  loyal  fubjedl,  and  maintain  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  authority  of  his 
king,  than  the  pope  will  give  him 
leave  ;  and  that  if  this  mighty  father 
fhould  think  fit  to  thunder  out  an  ex- 
communication againft  him,  then  he 
fhall  be  deemed  the  bed  fubjedl  and 
mod  chriftian,  that  fhall  take  up  arms 
againft  him,  and  make  him  a  facrifice 
to  Rome  :  fo  that  there  can  be  no 
greater  danger  to  a  king  than  to  have 
catholic  fubjedls,  he  holding  his  life 
among  them  only  at  the  pope's  plea- 
fure. 

E  2 
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"  IT  is  no  part  of  the  faith  of  the 
catholic  truly  reprefcnted,  to  believe 
that  the  pope  has  authority  to  difpenfe 
with  his  allegiance  to  his  fovereign,  or 
that  he  can  depofe  princes  upon  any 
account  whatfoever,  or  give  leave  to 
their  fubjedts  to  take  up  arms  againfl 
them,  and  endeavour  their  ruin.  He 
knows  that  the  depofing  power  has 
been  maintained  by  fome  divines  of 
his  church,  and  that  it  is,  in  their 
opinion,  annexed  to  the  papal  chair. 
He  knows,  likewife,  that  fome  popes 
have  endeavoured  to  aft  according  to 
this  power ;  but  he  alfo  knows,  that 
this  do&rine  is  fo  far  from  being  look- 
ed upon  as  an  article  of  the  catholic 
faith,  that  it  is  as  earneftly  oppofed  by 
the  French  catholics,  as  it  is  by  the 
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Englifti  proteftants ;  and  as  for  any 
danger  arifing  to  kings  from  having 
catholic  fubjecfls,  it  is  very  well  known 
that  princes  in  catholic  countries  fit  as 
fafe  on  their  thrones,  and  enjoy  as 
much  peace  and  fecurity  as  any  other 
princes  whatfoever ;  and  that  the  ca- 
tholics here  in  England  can  give  as 
good  proofs  of  their  loyalty,  and  thatalfo 
to  proteftant  kings,  as  the  beft  of  thofe 
that  clamour  fo  loudly  againft  them." 


I  think  that  thefe  few  quotations 
will  prove  fufficiently  to  the  minds  of  all 
candid  proteftants,  who  may  chance  to 
read  this  publication,  that  many  of  the 
accufations  charged  on  the  creed  of  the 
catholics  of  thefe  realms,  are  totally 
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groundlefs.  I  muft  again  refer  the 
perfons  among  them,  who  may  be  ftill 
defirous  of  farther  information  on  this 
fubjed:,  and  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  refutation  of  many  other 
equally  groundlefs  charges  brought 
againft  the  profeflbrs  of  that  religion 
of  fuperftition,  ignorance,  image  wor- 
fhipj  idolatry,  8cc.  &c.  to  the  above- 
mentioned  pamphlet,  which  treats  up- 
on thefe  fubjecfls,  and  to  a  very  lately 
published  pamphlet  entitled,  An  anfwer 
to  the  bifhop  of  Durham's  vifitation 
charge  to  his  diocefe,  in  1806,  written 
by  a  very  able  divine  of  the  catholic 
perfuafion ;  and  alfo  to  every  catholic 
prieft  living  within  thefe  realms,  for 
they  are  all  competent  and  ready  to 
give  a  juftifiable  anfwer  to  every  que£- 
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tion  that  can  be  put  to  them  on  thefe 
matters. 

BUT  I  will  now  fnppofe,  for  argu- 
ment's fake,  that  all  thefe  groundlefs 
charges  were  true,  as  I  am  well  aware 
that  many  thoufands  of,  I  will  not  fay 
ignorant,  but  blindly  prejudiced  pro- 
teftants,  fincerely  believe  them  to  be. 
Now  even  fuppofe  that  this  was  the 
fact,  I  would  afk,  will  fpeculative 
opinions,  which  are  perfectly  harmlefs 
in  their  nature,  juftify  any  government 
whatever  in  perfecuting  the  holders  of 
them  ?  Every  candid  perfbn  muft 
here  anfwer  in  the  negative — certainly 
not :  and  much  lefs,  when  thefe  grofs 
and  calumnious  charges  are  proved  to 
be  completely  groundlefs.  I  will  here 
clofe  this  fubjeft,  as  I  feel  myfelf  un- 
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qualified,  and  deprecate  entering  into 
the  wide  field  of  polemics,  which  I 
leave  to  perfons  of  far  fuperior  talents 
and  abilities,  whofe  province  it  is  to 
treat  of  fuch  fubje&s. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  lay  be- 
fore my  readers  fome  few  of  the 
many  penalties,  reftri&ions,  difabilities, 
hardfliips,  and  degradations  the  ca- 
tholics of  thefe  realms  are  flill  fubjedl 
to,  at  leaft  thofe  of  Great  Britain 
are.  Many  pro teft ants  affect  to  fay, 
the  catholics  have  at  prefent  no 
reafon  to  complain  of  harm  treatment 
and  perfecution  from  them.  In  the 
firft  place,  the  catholic  officers  in  the 
navy  and  army,  it  is  well  known,  are 
liable  to  very  fevere  and  heavy  penal- 
ties for  continuing  to  hold  their  com- 
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miffions  without  taking  the  qualifica- 
tion oaths  and  tefts ;  and  there  are 
many  officers  now  in  the  Britifh  fer- 
vice,  both  of  Irifliand  Englifli  fubjedls, 
of  this  defcription,  but  particularly  of 
the  former.  The  catholics  of  Ire- 
land conceived,  (when  by  an  ail  of 
their  own  legiflature,  fandlioned  by 
the  Britifli  government,  which  pledg- 
ed itfelf  to  caufe  to  be  enabl- 
ed, fpeedily,  a  fimilar  law  in  Great 
Britain)  •  that  they  were  as  freely  and 
lawfully  entitled  to  proffer  their  per- 
fonal  fervices,  in  defending  their  king 
and  country,  as  any  proteftants  could 
be.  In  confequence  of  this  adl  of 
the  Irifh  legiflature,  a  great  number 
of  catholic  gentlemen  procured  com- 
miffions  in  the  army,  as  well  as  fome 
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few  Englifh,  on  the  profpecl  of  feeing 
a  fimilar  law  paffed  in  the  Britifh  par- 
liament ;  but  for  the  misfortune  of  the 
country,  this  has  never  yet  been  effedl- 
cd.  Thus  are  all  the  Irifli  catholics 
ferving  in  the  Britifh  army,  entrapped 
by  the  folemn  pledge  of  the  Britifh 
government,  into  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  and  rendered,  when  out  of 
Ireland,  liable  to  all  the  penalties  and 
difabilities  the  Britifh  catholics  are  ftill 
fubjedl  to  ;  and  in  fadl,  become  illegal 
officers.  So  grofs  a  delufion  is  a  dif- 
grace  and  fcandal  to  the  nation ;  it  is 
a  dereliction  of  national  faith,  that  can 
never  be  juftified.  Every  fucceeding 
government  is  bound  by  the  adls  of 
its  preceding  one,  and  therefore  it 
fhould  exert  its  utmoft  endeavours  to 
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redeem  fo  folemn  a  pledge,  which,  if 
unable  to  accomplifli,  it  fhould  retire 
from  office,  to  make  room  for  others 
who  might ;  and  who  alfo  fhould  re- 
tire if  they  likewife  failed  ;  and  no  mi- 
niftry  ftiould  be  found  mean  enough 
to  adl  under  fuch  degrading   circum- 
flances,  however   flattering  the   great 
emoluments     of    office    may     prove. 
Even  had  a  fimilar  law  been  ena<£led  in 
the  Britifh  parliament  (in  favour    of 
catholics)  to  that  paffed  by   the  Irifh 
legiflature,  flill  it   would    have   been 
clogged  with  fome  very  degrading  re- 
ftridlions  upon  them :  fuch  as  that  no 
catholic  fhould  ever  be  entrufted  with 
the    chief     command     of     an    army 
on  any   occafion   whatever,    although 
they  were  hereby  empowered  to  hold 
F  2 
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the  rank  of    colonels,    and    even    of 
generals  in  it.     Mean,  low,  little,  con- 
tradted  proteftant  prejudice  !     What ! 
is  the  old  veteran  general,  who  may 
have  been  toiling    during    the  whole 
courfe  of  a  long  life,  under  the  hard- 
{hips,  privations,  and  perpetual  dangers 
of  a  military   profeflion,  at  laft  to  be 
difcarded  with  difhonour,  and  not  to  be 
trufted,  becaufe  he  may  chance  to  be  a 
catholic?     Abfurd  and  contracted  no- 
tion !       Catholic    France,    in    former 
times,  was  not  fo  illiberal :    it  had  a 
Turenne    for  the  commander  in  chief 
of  its  armies,  who  was  a  proteftant ; 
and  other  catholic    countries   on   the 
continent   ftill   follow    this    praftice: 
and  why  is  not    the  Irifh  or  Britifli 
catholic  native   born    fubjedl     to    be 
trufted   on   a    fimilar  occafion?     Has 
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he  not  all  the  fame,  endearing  ties  to 
attach  him  to  his  king  and  country 
that  a  proteftant  can  have  ;  of  wife, 
children,  eftate,  and  property  ?  And 
what  motive  could  be  found  ftrong 
enough  to  induce  him  to  adl  with  fuch 
black  ingratitude  as  to  oetray  fo  con- 
fidential a  truft  ?  Will  it  be  that  bug- 
bear, the  catholic  religion  ?  That  re- 
ligion teaches  him  to  give  to  God 
what  belongs  to  God  :  to  Caefar,  what 
belongs  to  Csefar.  If  then,  he  is  en- 
joined by  Chrift,  his  fupreme  and 
divine  teacher,  to  pay  obedience  to  a 
pagan  fovereign,  much  more  will  he  be 
bound  to  pay  obedience  to  a  proteftant 
one. 

THIS  adl  of  parliament,  pafled  by  the 
late  Irim  legiflature,  before  its  union 


with  Great  Britain,  empowered  the 
catholics  of  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom,  to  fit  on  grand  juries  there  ; 
to  be  magiftrates  ;  to  hold  certain  of- 
fices and  places  under  government ; 
but  ftill  alfo  clogged  with  the  difgrace- 
ful  and  ftigmatizing  reftridlion  that 
no  catholic  mould  be  entitled  to  hold 
any  of  the  following  high  offices  under 
the  crown  :  as  prime  minifler ;  chan- 
cellor ;  fecretaries  of  ftate  ;  or  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer,  &c.  &c.  and 
no  higher  rank  in  the  law  department 
than  that  of  fergeants  at  law,  and  king's 
fergeants.  Now  I  defy  any  candid 
proteftant  to  alledge  a  good  reafon  to 
juftify  fuch  odious,  and  degrad- 
ing exclusions ;  for  why  mould 
not  his  majefty  be  enabled  to  employ 
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his  catholic  fubjedls  in  the  highefl 
offices  and  pofts  of  the  flate,  (were  he 
fo  inclined  at  any  time),  whenever  he 
found  them,  as  well  as  his  proteftant 
fubjedls,  poflefFed  of  fufficient  abilities 
and  talents  to  difcharge  the  duties  of 
thefe  high  and  eminent  offices  of  the 
flate  ?  and  they  are  found  to  be  ably 
difcharged  by  individuals  profefling 
the  catholic  religion,  in  all  catholic 
ftates  on  the  continent  of  Europe : 
therefore  it  is  evident  the  profeffion  of 
that  religion  does  not  fo  far  blunt  the 
mental  faculties  of  its  individual  mem- 
bers, as  to  render  them  unfit  to  per- 
form any  civil  duties  whatever,  any 
more  than  does  the  proteftant  religion  : 
the  catholics  feel  thefe  reftrictions  as 
unmerited  fligmas  and  degradations, 


50 

and  they  will  never  reft  fatisfied  until 
they  are  completely  done  away.  But 
the  catholics  of  Great  Britain,  of  this 
day,  are  placed  in  a  far  more  degraded 
fituation,  with  regard  to  their  civil 
rights,  than  are  their  brethren,  the 
Irifh  catholics ;  for  as  the  law  above 
alluded  to,  only  takes  effedt  in  Ireland, 
the  former  are  deprived  of  all  the  very 
great  advantages  the  latter  derive  from 
it.  The  Britifh  catholics  remain  ftill 
debarred  from  the  army  and  navy, 
and  from  all  places  and  offices  of  truft 
or  emolument,  &c.  Sec.  and  even  are 
debarred  from  voting  at  elections  for 
members  of  parliament,  which  has 
been  allowed  in  Ireland  :  thefe  muft  be 
owned  by  every  one  to  be  unjuft, 
harlh,  fevcre,  and  ftigmatizing  degra- 
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dations.  I  will  yet  hope  to  fee  fpeedily 
better  times,  fpero  meliora,  for  however 
much  the  prejudice  of  religious  ran- 
cour flill  rages  in  this  country,  I  am 
perfuaded  motives  of  felf-prefervation 
will  fhortly  caufe  a  proteftant  Britifli 
public  to  open  their  eyes,  to  fee  that 
their  own  interefts  will  be  beft  fecured, 
by  attending  to  thofe  of  a  degraded 
and  long  unmeritedly  negledled  clafs 
of  people,  the  catholics  ofthefe  realms, 
and  that  this  can  never  be  effected  but 
by  catholic  emancipation. 

ON  what  principle  of  juftice,  po- 
licy, or  expediency,  can  the  idea  of 
total  exclufion  from  all  power,  of  the 
catholics  in  a  proteftant  country  like 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  juftified  ? 
Of  what  crimes  or  mifdemenanors 
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have  the  profeflbrs  of  this  religion 
ever  been  proved  guilty  fince  the 
proteftant  perfuafion  became  the  efta- 
blifhed  mode  of  worfhip  in  thefe  realms? 
None  !  Was  not  the  catholic  faith  the 
eftablifhed  religious  mode  of  worfhip 
of  the  country  only  about  three  centu- 
ries back  ?  Certainly  it  was.  I  infer 
from  this  that  the  catholics  cannot 
therefore  be  denominated  intruders ; 
nor  do  I  wifh  to  infer  from  this  cir- 
cumftance  that  they  have  any  right 
inherent  in  themfelves  to  difturb  and 
overturn  the  prefent  eftablifhed  pro- 
teftant mode  of  worfhip  within  thefe 
realms,  as  it  is  now  undoubtedly  become 
the  legal  eftablifhment  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, both  dejure  and  de  fado,  how- 
ever it  may  have  been  defective  in  its 
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firft  origin ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  no 
catholic  can  be  abfurd  enough  to  at- 
tempt to  lay  claim  to  any  fuch  right. 
The  only  right  he  lays  claim  to,  is  to 
be  placed  on  a  level  in  refpedl  of  all 
civil  privileges  and  advantages  a  pro- 
teftant  enjoys  under  fuch  an  eftablifli- 
ment ;  he  difclaims  all  interference  ill 
its  religious  concerns,  leaving  to  him 
the  entire  undifturbed  enjoyment  of 
them ;  but  he  conceives  himfelf,  as  a 
native  born  Britifh  fubjeft,  to  be  equal- 
ly entitled  to  participate  along  with 
him  in  all  the  civil  rights  of  the  ftate, 
however  long  he  may  have  been  un- 
juftly  deprived  of  them,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  fevere,  cruel,  and  par- 
tial laws  that  a  proteftant  legiflature, 
through  motives  of  prejudice  and 
G  2 
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groundlefs  apprehenfion,  had  been 
heretofore  induced  to  enadl  againft 
him,  and  which  the  prefent  awful  and 
critical  circumftances  of  the  times 
imperiously  call  on  the  nation  to  repeal. 
Is  the  nation,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances, ram  enough  to  flight  and  re- 
fufe  the  juft  petitions  of  5,000,000  of 
loyal  fubjedls,  folely  on  account  of 
their  religious  fcruples ;  and  is  too  the 
unanimous  exertions  and  hearty  co- 
operation at  this  period,  of  fo  numer- 
ous a  body  of  people,  in  defence  of 
their  country,  to  be  overlooked  and 
defpifed  ?  For  this  is  in  vain  to  be  ex- 
pedled  of  them,  if  their  petitions  be 
long  rejedled.  Government  may  at 
prefent  make  whatever  terms  they 
pleafe  with  the  Irifh  catholics,  for  the 
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fecurity  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifli- 
ment  of  that  country ;  but  which  in 
thele  revolutionary  times,  events  might 
happen  to  render  hereafter,  difficult, 
or  impoflible. 

IT  is  truly  aftonifhing  that  religious 
prejudice  mould  be  allowed,  at  this 
day,  to  have  fo  huge  and  over-whelm- 
ing a  fway,  as  to  endanger  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  empire,  in  this  pro- 
teftant,  fuppofed  enlightened,  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain.  For  I  will  main- 
tain, that  the  fole  plea  on  which  the 
refiftance  to  the  meafure  of  catholic 
emancipation  is  grounded,  is  pre- 
judice. It  is  fuppofed,  I  know,  that 
were  this  conceded  to  the  catholics  in 
Ireland,  that  they  would  attempt  to 
feize  on  all  the  ecclefiaftical  dignities, 
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lands,  livings,  and  properties,  and  divide 
them  among  their  own  clergy  there. 
No  laws  human  or  divine,  under  fuch 
circumftances,  would  juftify  them  in 
fo  doing  ;  nor  do  thoughts  of  this  kind 
ever  enter  their  minds. 

THE  catholics  can  by  no  poflible 
means  whatever  have  any  right  to  the 
property  of  the  proteftant  clergy  there, 
more  than  to  the  private  property  of 
any  other  individual  in  the  united 
kingdom  ;  nor  are  they  by  any  means 
themfelves  defirous  of  feeing  their 
bifhops  and  clergy  endowed  with  as 
ample  revenues  and  livings  as  are 
thofe  of  the  proteftants  ;  and  I  am 
confident  that  thefe  virtuous,  re- 
fpe<5lable,  and  venerable  bilhops,  along 
with  their  clergy,  do  not  them- 


57 

felves  wifti  it,  and  that  a  very  moderate 
competency,  according  to  the  ranks 
they  hold  in  their  own  church,  would 
fully  fatisfy  them.  Were  the  penfioning 
them  by  the  government  hereafter 
thought  an  objedl  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  legiflature,  or  fhould 
this  not  be  the  cafe,  they  would  ftill 
remain  fatisfied  with  the  prefent  fmall 
pittances  they  now  receive  from 
their  numerous,  although  poor,  pa- 

rifhoners.  Moreover,  the  proteftants 
need  not  fear  that  the  catholics  would 
ever  hereafter,  attempt  to  force  them 
by  any  violent  means  whatever,  to 
conform  to  their  religious  mode  of 
worfhip,  againft  their  wills,  as  that  re- 
ligion only  inculcates  chriftian  fub- 
miflion  to  all  lawful  authority,  mode- 
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ration,  meeknefs,  and  mildnefs,  and 
never  fanctions  perfecution  in  order  to 
obtain  profelytes  to  its  holy  doctrines  : 
and  indeed  a  perfon  who  becomes  a 
catholic  from  fear  or  compulfion,  or 
from  any  interefted  motive  whatever, 
is  no  catholic,  or  is  only  fo  by  name  ; 
and  were  he  known  to  be  induced  to 
conform  to  the  catholic  creed  entirely 
from  fuch  motives,  no  catholic  priefl 
would  admit  fuch  a  perfon  into  the 
catholic  church. 

IT  is  a  matter  of  real  aflonifhment 
to  me,  that  the  grofs  and  inveterate 
prejudice  that  has  been  fo  long  unjuft- 
ly  entertained  againft  the  tenets  of  the 
catholic  church,  and  which  is  ftill  fo 
univerfally  held  by  all  ranks  of  pro- 
teftants  within  thefe  realms,  even  by 
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very  many  of  thofe,  who  are  now, 
from  motives  of  policy,  fo  flrenuous 
in  their  exertions  for  procuring  the 
meafure  of  catholic  emancipation, 
fhould  not  yet  have  fubfided.  It  is  a 
fubjedl  well  worthy  of  the  invefti- 
gation  of  all  candid  proteftant  writers, 
who  may  chance  to  be  hereafter  en- 
gaged in  treating  of  polemical  con-* 
troverfies  of  this  nature.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  it  proceeds  from 
the  low  and  degraded  ftate  and  con- 
dition the  catholics  of  thefe  realms 
have  been  reduced  to  by  the  pro- 
teftants ;  and  to  the  high  opinion 
the  latter  have  of  their  own  religious 
principles,  caufing  them  to  defpife,  as 
the  pharifees  did  of  old,  all  who  differ 
from  them :  they,  in  their  pride  of 
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power,  not  fatisfied  with  enabling 
fevere  and  unjuft  laws  againft  all  per- 
fons  who  profeffed  themfelves  to  be 
catholics,  added  infult  to  unjuft 
punifhment,  by  defcribing  them  in  all 
the  laws  they  paffed  againft  them 
by  the  opprobrious  nick-name  of 
papifts,  their  religion  alfo  by  the 
very  opprobrious  nick-name  of  po- 
pery. In  vain  will  any  proteftant 
attempt  to  juftify  to  me  fuch  detefta- 
ble  conduit,  by  informing  me  that  a 
papift  means  a  catholic,  who  holds  the 
pope  to  be  the  head  of  that  religion, 
and  that  popery  itfelf  is  only  a  dif- 
ferent name  given  by  the  proteftants 
to  the  catholic  religion.  I  will  tell 
fuch  reafoners,  that  thefe  nick-names 
given  by  them  to  that  religion 
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and  to  its  followers,  are  held  by  all 
catholics  to  be  odious,  and  infulting ; 
and  that  fuch  odious  epithets  have 
oftentimes  brought  on  the  unoffend- 
ing catholics  of  thefe  realms,  very  great 
injuries  and  calamities — witnefs  the 
riots  of  London  and  other  places,  in 
the  year  1780,  engendered  by  the  in- 
conceivably falfe  notions  the  low 
vulgar  proteftants  attach  to  fuch 
names.  What  would  be  thought  of 
the  liberality  of  an  Englifli  judge,  who, 
in  paffmg  judgement  of  death  againft, 
I  will  fuppofe,  an  American  of  New 
York  or  Charleftown,  who  had  been 
detedled  and  found  guilty  of  fome 
capital  crime,  mould  at  that  awful 
time  addrefs  him  by  the  nick-name  of 
Yankee?  And  again  another  reafon 
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for  the  great  prejudice  entertained  by 
the  proteftants  againfl  the  catholic  re- 
ligion is,  that  it  is  ever  falfely  repre- 
fented  from  the  proteftant  pulpits,  as 
inculcating  a  grofly  fuperftitious  and 
idolatrous  docflrine,  loaded  with  num- 
berlefs  trifling  ceremonies  and  mum- 
mery. I  have  already  in  thefe  meets 
noticed  the  former  part  of  thefe  un- 
founded charges,andreferredmy  readers 
to  the  proper  fources,  for  the  full  re- 
futation of  them ;  and  will  only  here 
notice  the  latter  part  of  them.  I 
freely  acknowledge  that  the  catholic 
religion  ufes  a  very  great  number  of 
ceremonies  in  the  performance  of  all 
its  folemn  religious  rites  ;  and  what 
harm  is  there  in  it  ?  They  are  all  per- 
fedly  innocent  in  their  own  nature, 
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and  figuratively  reprefent  what  effeds 
take  place  in  the  fouls  of  the  properly 
and  well  difpofed  chriuian  penitents, 
during  the  adminiftration  of  the  facra- 
ments :  and  on  other  occafions  they 
help,  during  the  times  of  public  wor- 
fhip,  to  recall  the  wandering  thoughts 
from  the  worldly  concerns  of  the  congre- 
gation, to  the  folemn  duties  of  prayer, 
thankfgiving,  and  adoration,  which 
are  then  offering  to  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing !  However,  I  will  allow  that  many 
of  thefe  ceremonies  might  be  laid  afide, 
as  well  as  many  other  parts  of  the 
church's  difcipline,  with  regard  to 
holy  days,  and  fafts  which  might  be 
abrogated ;  but  then  this  can  be  done 
only  by  the  authority  of  the  pope  and 
bifhops  of  the  catholic  church.  More- 
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over,  all  thefe  ceremonies  and  matters 
of  difcipline  are  ftrongly  inculcated 
and  fully  fandlioned  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  facred  writings.  Read  Ex- 
odus and  Leviticus,  and  other  books  of 
the  Old  teftament  ;  and  in  the  New, 
read  the  miracles  of  Chrift,  in 
which  he  often  condefcended  to 
ufe  ceremonies  :  did  he  not  on 
one  occafion  ufe  the  ceremony  of  put- 
ting his  finger  in  the  ear  of  a  deaf 
man,  at  the  moment  he  reftored  his 
hearing  ?  Did  he  not  on  another  oc- 
cafion ufe  fpittle  and  duft,  and  anoint- 
ed therewith  the  eyes  of  a  blind  man, 
before  he  reftored  to  him  his  fight? 
Many  other  inftances  might  be  ad- 
duced, but  thefe  will  fuifice  for 
my  prefent  purpofe.  I  think  too, 
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that  the  unfounded  prejudice  entertain-* 
cd  by  the  proteftants  againft  the  catho- 
lic religion  would  be  greatly  leflened, 
if  they  would  but  examine    into  the 
faults  of  their  own  felf-extolled  protef- 
tant  religion  :  for  its  pride,  intolerance, 
and     universally     perfecuting     fpirit, 
would  afford  me  a  very  ample  field  for 
difcuffion  ;    but  I  decline  entering  on 
this  fubjedl,  as  I  am  well  aware  it  would 
not   tend  to  conviction,   but    only  to 
create     irritation,    which     I   fincerely 
wifh    to     avoid.     Under     thefe     im- 
preffions,  I  will  take  my  leave  of  the 
public,    hoping  that   the    contents   cf 
thefe  meets  will  tend  to  alleviate  fbme 
of  the  inveterate  prejudices  entertained 
by  the  proteftants  againft  the  catholics, 
and  convince  the  public,  that  no  danger 
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would  enfue,  either  to  the  ftate,  or  to 
the  proteftant  church,  were  catholic 
emancipation  immediately  granted. 


FINIS. 


APPENDIX. 


HAVING  lately  read  the  excellent 
pamphlet  entitled,  An  hiftorical  apolo- 
gy for  the  Irifh  catholics,  written  by 
Wm  Parnell,  Efq.  the  concluding 
pages  of  which  contain  many  juft  and 
appropriate  defcriptions  of  the  fevere 
fufferings  the  Irifh  catholics  are  yet 
forced  patiently  to  endure  on  account 
of  their  religion,  and  many  of  his  fen- 
timents  on  this  fubjedl  being  in  per- 
unifon  with  my  own,  I  am  in- 
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duced  to  annex  the    following  pages 
from  it  as  an  appendix  hereto  : — 

"  AT  this  prefent  moment,  the  whole 
foul  of  England  is  bent  on  reducing 
the  power  of  the  French  within  rea- 
fonable   bounds.     For   this    they    are 
profufe  of  their  blood,  and  their  very 
means  of  fubfiftence  ;  yet  to  this  they 
will   not   facrifice    their    bigotry.     If 
England  had  poffefled  any  day  thefe 
laft  three  months,  a  difpofeable  army  of 
60,000  men,  to  adl  on  the  continent, 
die  might  have  ftruck  a  decifive  blow  ; 
{he  might   have    deftroyed  Boulogne, 
fhe  might  eafily  have  become  miftrefs 
of  Italy,  or  fhe  might  have  hung  upon 
the   whole  line  of  French   dominion, 
and   held    thofe    armies    in    fupenfe, 
which  now  pour  into  Poland  with  fuch 
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uninterrupted  celerity.  Yet  double 
this  force  might  have  been  raifed  in 
Ireland,  if  the  minds  of  its  inhabitants 
had  been  conciliated  by  a  conftitution- 
al  grant  of  civil  and  religious  freedom. 
. "  AT  prefent,  the  Roman  catholic  pea- 
fantry  enlift  with  thegreateft  reluctance, 
becaufe  government  fets  their  religious 
faith,  and  their  military  duty,  at  vari- 
ance, and  the  circumftance  of  there  be- 
ing no  catholic  officers  in  the  army, 
deftroys  that  inclination  to  enlift, 
which  always  arifes  from  ferving ,  un- 
der officers  of  the  fame  fed  as  them* 
felves. 

"THE  fame  injudicious  intolerance 
makes  the  peafantry  difaffedled  ;  what 
follows  ?  You  cannot  truft  in  th£  mi- 
litia, for  they  are  catholics.  The  yeo- 
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manry  are  too  few  in  numbers  ;  and  as 
they,  from  the  fame  infedlion  of  into- 
lerance, are  partizans,  in  calling  in  their 
aid,  you  run  the  rifk  of  exciting  a  civil 
war. 

"  You  are  forced  then,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  bad  effects  of  your  fyftem 
of  government,  to  bring  an  army  from 
England.  Then  comes  the  fear  of  in- 
vafion,  and  your  difficulties  multiply 
an  hundred  fold.  You  want  an  addi- 
tional army  to  keep  down  the  peafant- 
ry,  you  want  an  army  to  awe  the  mili- 
tia, you  want  an  army  to  reft  rain  the 
intemperate  zeal  of  the  yeomanry, 
you  want  an  army  to  oppofe  the 
enemy. 

"Tnis  is  no  very  inaccurate  ftate- 
mentofthe  military  neceffities  of  the 
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Englifli  government  in  Ireland,  which 
arife  entirely  from  their  want  of  wif- 
dom  in  their  political  meafures.  An 
army  without  any  facility  of  recruiting; 
a  people  for  your  enemy  ;  a  militia  that 
you  place  no  confidence  in ;  a  yeo- 
manry whofe  very  afliftance  is  accom- 
panied with  the  rifk  of  injuring  you; 
and  a  foreign  enemy,  ready  to  take  the 
firft  opportunity  of  turning  your  mif- 
takes  to  his  own  profit. 

"  BUT  for  a  moment  reverfeyour  mea- 
fures :  treat  the  proteftants  and  catho- 
lics wichout  any  difcrimination,  af- 
fuage  the  wounded  pride  of  the  coun- 
try, by  fome  modification  of  the  union, 
and  the  hearts  of  the  Irifh,  naturally 
loyal  and  afFedionate,  will  yield  with 
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delight  to  the  fentiments  of  zeal  and 
duty  towards  the  government. 

"  WHO,  that  fympathized  in  the  ex- 
panfion  of  honefl  gratulation,,  which 
broke  forth  on  the  Duke  of  Bedford's 
arrival  in  Ireland,  can  doubt  it ! 

"  WHAT  would  be  the  effed  ?  The 
yeomanry,  ftrengthened  by  the  accef- 
fion  of  all  the  wealthy  and  more  re- 
fpedlable  catholics,  and  without  any 
apprehenfion  of  internal  infurredlion, 
would  be  quite  fufficient  to  defend  the 
country  from  any  fudden  invafion,  on 
a  fmall  fcale.  The  militia  might  be 
fent  on  foreign  fervice,  together  with 
the  Englifh  army,  at  prefent  locked 
up  in  Ireland,  or  kept  in  England  from 
the  apprehenfion  of  danger  in  Ireland. 
"  THE  recruiting  fervice,  aflifted  with 
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the  influence  of  catholic  officers,  would 
go  on  with  rapidity,  and  produce  an 
annual  fupply,  far  beyond  what  is 
imagined.  By  thefe  means,  an  army 
of  at  leaft  60,000  men  might  be  made 
difpofeable,  and  be  brought  to  ad. 
againft  the  moft  vulnerable  parts  of 
the  French  empire :  let  its  loffes  be 
ever  fo  great,  the  means  of  recruiting 
it  would  be  nearly  inexhauftible ;  and 
it  is  no  great  prefumption,  after  what 
we  have  feen  done  by  a  combined  army 
of  Iriih  and  Englifh  at  Egypt,  and  at 
Maida,  to  fay,  that  it  would  confift  of 
the  braveft,  and  moft  formidable 
troops  in  Europe. 

"  To  this  defirable  and  decifive  in- 
creafe  in  national  ftrength,  there  is  but 
the  one  obftacle,  a  kind  of  nurfery  ter- 
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rorof  the  pope,  which  flill  clings  to 
our  maturer  reafon. 

"  IT  is  by  the  extreme  of  this  terror 
that  our  opponents  are  blinded,  or 
they  would  perceive  that  we  have  the 
fame  objedl  in  view  with  them,  only 
that  we  purfae  it  by  very  different 
means. 

"THEY  wifh  to  fecure  the  forfeited 
properties  to  their  prefent  owners  ;  fo 
do  we.  They  wim  to  put  an  end  to 
catholic  rebellions  ;  fo  do  we.  They 
wim  to  curb  the  bigotry  and  intoler- 
ance of  the  catholic  religion  ;  fo  do  we. 
What  means  have  they  adopted  to  ef- 
fedl  this  purpofe,  and  have  they  fuc- 
ceeded  ?  No.  Why  then  mould  you 
be  fo  averfe  to  try  an  oppofite  mode  of 
proceeding  ? 
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"  You  were  poflefTed  of  every  in- 
ftrument  of  influence,  of  reftridlion,  of 
terror,  and  you  made  ample  ufe  of 
them  ;  yet  the  Roman  catholics,  like 
the  Ifraelites  of  old,  multiplied  under 
the  oppreffion  of  their  tafk-mafters. 
If  intereft  has  failed  to  gain  one  fingle 
convert  from  the  moft  corrupt  of  the 
Roman  catholics,  the  defire  of  political 
importance  from  the  moft  ambitious, 
fear  from  the  moft  timid,  certainly  the 
fevere  and  difqualifying  fyftein  is 
radically  wrong.  On  the  contrary,  it 
has  become  a  received  axiom  in  modern 
policy,  that  fedls  gain  force  and  num- 
bers by  being  ftigmatized  and  op- 
prefled,  but  by  being  affimilated  and 
adopted  by  government,  their  union  is 
relaxed,  and  their  numbers  diminifli- 
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ecL  Voltaire  was  a  deift,  his  teftimo- 
ny  muft,  therefore,  be  confidered  as 
impartial ;  Mrs  Barbauld  is  a  diffenter, 
her  evidence  is  the  confeflion  of  an 
enemy.  *  Both  agree  that  fedls  only 
flourifli  from  the  diftin&ive  marks 
and  difqualifications  which  govern- 
ments attach  to  them,  becaufe  no  ho- 
nourable man  would  quit  a  difcounte- 
nanced  fe<5l,  as  his  defertion  would  not 
be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  change  of 
opinion,  but  from  motives  of  fear  or 

*  See  Voltaire's  Englifh  letters.  Mrs  Barbauld'* 
beautiful  efTay  on  Devotional  Tafte. 

«  That  converfion  will  always  be  fufpecled  which 
apparently  concurs  with  intereft ;  he  that  never  finds 
his  error  till  it  hinders  his  progrefs  towards  wealth 
and  honour,  will  not  be  thought  to  love  truth  only 
for  herfelf."  Johnfon  on  Dryden's  Converfion. 


77 

mean  intereftednefs.  But  when  nothing 
is  loft  by  remaining  attached  to  a  fecfl, 
and  nothing  gained  by  quitting  it,  its 
adherents  will  liften  to  perfuafion,  or 
will  yield  to  fafhion,  and  will  natural- 
ly adopt  that  form  of  religion  which  is 
moft  confonant  to  truth,  or  moft  fuit- 
able  to  the  manners  of  the  world. 

ic  IN  this  age,  when  fcepticifm  is  af- 
fected as  a  mark  of  talents,  and  religi- 
ous policy  enters  very  little  into  the 
ufual  intercourfe  of  the  world,  even 
the  proteftant  religion,  diverted  of  many 
awkward  articles  of  faith,  and  of  all  the 
rigour  of  church  difcipline,  is  lament- 
ably on  the  decline.  We  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  the  docflrines  and  ceremonies 
of  the  catholic  religion  are  more  con- 
fonant with  reafon,  or  more  agreeable 
K  2 
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to  the  ftrong  impulfc  of  manners ; 
furely,  then,  its  flourifhing  ftate  muft 
be  the  effecfl  of  the  political  caufes  to 
which  it  is  fubjedled  ;  of  that  irritation 
which  prevents  indifference ;  of  thofe 
diflindlions  which  make  adherence  a- 
menable  to  public  opinion ;  of  thofe 
privations  which  make  apoftacy  bale. 

"THE  prefent  union  and  formida- 
ble dimenfion  of  the  catholic  body, 
arife  from  the  injudicious  repulfion  of 
government ;  as  a  political  party,  they 
could  never  hold  together  merely  by 
their  own  weak  attraction. 

"WHAT  can  be  a  ftronger  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  reafoning,  than  the 
fluctuation  of  religious  zeal  in  France  ? 
The  Roman  catholic  religion  had 
there  been  long  eftablifhed  under  the 
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monarchy,  and  had  gradually  dwindled 
into  a  mere  ftate  ceremonial.  Per- 
fecuted,  during  the  violence  of  the  re- 
volution, it  recovered  the  enthufiafm 
of  primitive  chriftianity  ;  tolerated  un- 
der the  confulate,  its  zeal  abated. 
Once  more  eftablifhed  under  the  impe- 
rial houfe,  k  has  ceafed  to  be  an  objedi 
of  intereft,  and  the  churches  are  once 
more  abandoned.* 

"  IT  is  not  from  the  efforts  of  the 
eftablifhed  church,  from  its  charter- 
fchools,  and  the  aid  of  penal  laws,  that 
the  catholics  have  any  reafon  to  appre- 
hend a  diminution  of  numbers,  but 
from  a  fed,  and  that  fed  the  methodifts. 
A  very  obvious  fad  will  fometimes  re- 

*  See  Maclean's  Tour  in  France. 
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main  unnoticed,  and  yet  when  once 
pointed  out,  will  be  generally  acknow- , 
ledged.  This  we  imagine  to  be  the 
cafe  with  the  hitherto  unnoticed  pro- 
grefs  the  methodifts  are  making  in  Ire- 
land againfl  the  Roman  catholic  reli- 
gion. Their  eloquence,  their  zeal,  and 
aftonifhing  induftry  in  employing  the 
moft  minute  means  to  propagate  their 
tenets;  above  all,  the  judicious  ufe 
they  make  of  the  power  of  the  prefs, 
has  produced  an  impreffiorf  which  has 
evidently  alarmed  the  catholic  prieft- 
hood.  We  are  very  doubtful  whether 
it  is  an  event  to  be  wifhed  :  whether 
the  catholic  religion  is  not  better  adapt- 
ed to  the  cheerful  temper  of  the  Irifh 
peafantry,  than  the  proud  and  fullen 
ipirit  of  methodifm  ;  yet  we  have  not 
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the  leaft  doubt,  that  if  the  catholic  cler- 
gy were  paid  by  government,  and  if 
the  practice  and  principle  of  religious 
reftridlions  were  abandoned,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years,  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  Irifh  peafantry  would  be 
converted  to  methodifm. 

"  AT  prefent,  the  methodifts  only 
fucceed  in  cutting  off  fupplies  from  the 
eftablifhed  church,  and  have  reduced  it 
to  an  infignificance,  which,  compared 
with  its  revenues,  is  quite  ridiculous. 

"  WHAT  then,  in  the  name  of  con- 
fiftency,  can  make  the  enemies  of  po- 
pery fo  violent  in  their  oppofition  to  the 
only  meafures  which  can  check  the  in- 
fluence of  the  catholic  religion  ?  That 
which  will  ever  make  the  opinion  of 
the  multitude  an  abfurd  one,  on 
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abftrufe  fubjefts ;  the  want  of  capaci- 
ty and  inclination  to  examine  farther 
than  the  apparent  efFedls  of  circum- 
ftances ;  which  makes  them  believe, 
that  fcarcity  is  the  effecfl  of  regrators 
and  monopolifts  ;  that  protecting  duties 
bring  home-manufa&ories  to  perfec- 
tion ;  that  the  fun  revolves  round  the 
earth,  or  any  error  which  it  requires  a 
chain  of  reafoning  to  refute. 

a  BUT  whence  can  arife  the  oppofition 
of  government  to  the  emancipation  of 
the  catholics  ?  Are  we  ferioufly  to  be 
referred  to  his  majefty's  coronation 
oath,  to  his  majefty's  fcruples  of  con- 
fcience  ! 

"  THERE  is  at  leaft  as  much  truth  in 
the  maxim  that  the  king  never  dies,  as 
that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong  \  and 
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if  the  former  means  any  thing,  it  is 
that  the  conftitutioa  folely  regards 
the  king  in  a  political,  never  in  a  per* 
fonal  light :  his  life  is  a  political  life, 
and  knows  no  diffblution  ;  his  adls  are 
confidered  only  as  adls  of  date,  for 
which  not  the  king,  but  miniilers,  are 
refponfible:  his  oath  is  not  his  own 
perfonally,  he  is  not  refponfible  even 
for  its  violation,  but  his  minifters  are ; 
it  is  an  adl  of  ftate,  it  is  a  pledge  given 
to  the  legiflature ;  the  performance  of 
which  they  only  can  exadl,  they  only 
can  remit,  and  which  an  adl  of  theirs 
clearly  can  remit. 

"  THERE  has  been  of  late  years,  a 
great,  an  alarming,  and  a  treafonable 
inroad  made  upon  the  conftitution,  by  a 
fet  of  men,  who  perpetually  introduce 
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the  idea  of  the  king's  perfonality ;  of 
which  the  wifdom  of  our  conftitution 
has  forefeen  the  danger,  and  has  guard- 
ed againft  it  with  the  molt  anxious 
care.  For,  if  that  fatal  hour  fhall  ever 
come  when  the  king  of  England  fhall 
be  the  leader  of  a  party~when  he  fhall 
be  nominally  king,  and  virtually  mi- 
nifter — when  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
veto,  he  fhall  add  the  power  of  the 
initiative — that  facred  fidtion,  that  the 
king  can  do  no  wrong,  will  gradually 
difappear  before  the  force  of  imperious 
circumftances,  and  refponfibility  will 
gradually  attach  itfelf  to  the  idea  and 
the  perfon  of  the  king* 

u  THIS  revolution  we  believe  to  be 
far,  very  far  diftant ;  nor  are  we  of 
that  clafs  of  alarmifts  who  inftantly 


believe  the  exiftence  of  whatever  they 
apprehend.  Bat  forefeeing  the  cala- 
mities that  would  flow  from  fuch  a 
change,  we  cannot  think  ourfelves  too 
anxious  in  protefling  againft  the  too 
frequent  introdu&ion  of  the  idea  of 
the  king's  private  feelings  and  inter- 
ference on  great  political  queftions. 

"  WE  fhall  therefore,  with  more 
decency,  and  more  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
conftitucion,  confider  only  the  fcruples 
of  confcience  which  may  arife  in  the 
breafts  of  his  majefty's  minifters,  or 
the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  from 
any  inconfiftency  between  the  corona- 
tion oath,  and  the  repeal  of  the  re- 
ftridlions  on  the  Roman  catholics. 

"  THERE    appears    nothing   in   the 
literal  fenfe  of  the  oath  hoftile  to  the 
L  2 
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removal  of  any  religious  difqualifica- 
tions  impofed  upon  any  fed,  when 
fuch  difqualifications  are  found  to  be 
detrimental  to  the  enipire.  But  as 
words  may  be  conftrued  into  almoft 
any  meaning,  we  will  not  (land  upon 
thefe  grounds  ;  but  f  ippofe  that  catho- 
lic emancipation  is  inconfiftent  with 
the  tenor  of  the  coronation  oath. 
*  "  WE  will  now  afk,  can  any  obliga- 
tion, any  oath,  be  valid  in  the  eye  of 
religion  and  morality,  which  is  ground- 
ed on  a  violation  of  an  engagement 
more  iblemn  and  facred  ?  There  can 
be  no  doubt  of  the  reply  :  Certainly 
not, 

"  THEN  we  afk,  how  can  the  go- 
vernment plead  the  coronation  oath  to 
perpetuate  meafures  that  were  enaded 
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in  violation  of  the  folemn   treaty  of 
Limerick  ? 

"  THAT  treaty  remains  a  monu- 
ment of  the  moft  flagrant  perfidy  that 
ever  difgraced  a  nation ;  upon  the 
faith  of  it,  the  Irifli  catholics  gave  up 
that  power  and  influence  which  you 
neither  will,  nor  can  reftore  to  them. 
And  till  that  treaty  is  fulfilled  in  its 
moft  liberal  fenfe,  no  ingenuity  can 
remove  the  (lain  of  deliberate  perjury 
from  the  character  of  the  Englifli 
nation. 

"  SURELY  it  is  a  confcience  which  will 
ftrain  at  gnats,  and  yet  fwallow  camels, 
which  ftickles  for  an  oath  of  cere- 
mony, doubtful  even  in  the  meaning 
of  the  animus  imponentis  ;  and  yet 
will  be  content  to  violate  a  compaft  ib 
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important  as  the  treaty  of  Limerick, 
for  which  you  have  received  your  con- 
fideration,  and  on  which  millions  reft- 
ed  their  confidence  and  their  interefts. 

"  SURELY  the  confcience  of  miniC- 
ters  might  be  affedled  by  the  violation 
of  thofe  pledges  given  to  the  catholics 
at  the  time  of  the  union,  (it  fignifies 
not  whether  exprefled  or  implied;) 
furely  they  might  feel  compundlion 
at  betraying  a  nation  to  difhonour,  and 
then  with-holding  from  her  the  paltry 
recompence  that  bribed  her  to  her  dif- 
grace. 

"  THE  men  who  perpetuate  a  crime, 
commit  it ;  and  as  long  as  the  prefent 
or  any  miniftry  continue  the  reftric- 
tions  on  the  Irifli  Roman  catholics, 
they  are  deeply  refponfible  for  a  grofs 
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and  diihonourable  breach  of  common 
faith  and  honefty.  It  is  in  vain  they 
attempt  to  fhelter  themfelves  under 
the  plea  of  the  king's  perfonal  feelings. 
It  will  not  be  readily  fuppofed  that  his 
majefty,  whofe  principal  glory  will 
hereafter  reft  on  the  repeal  he  has  made 
of  the  feverer  penal  ftatutes  in  Ireland, 
who  has  feen  the  happieft  effedls  in 
promoting  wealth,  and  the  fecurity  of 
property,  flow  from  that  repeal,  it  will 
not  be  readily  fuppofed  that  he  can  be 
actuated  by  the  illiberal  fpirit  which 
his  felf-named  friends,  but  real  ene- 
mies, charge  to  his  account.  * 

*  His  prefent  majefty  repealed  the  adl  of  parlia- 
ment, by  which  Irifh  catholics  were  prevented  from 
purchafing  property.  The  fame  alarm  was  felt  at 
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"THOUGH  we  are  not  inclined  in 
general  to  violent  meafures,  yet  we 
think  that  impeachment  and  imprifon- 
ment  in  the  Tower,  would  be  too  gen- 
tle a  punifhment  for  thofe  fecret  ad- 
vifers,  who  have  not  only  unhinged 
the  moft  delicate  fprings  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  to  ferve  their  private  views,  but 
have  done  their  beft  to  caft  obloquy 
and  contempt  on  the  name  of  the  king 
— a  name  which  ought  never  to  be 
compromifed  on  any  topic  whatever 

that  repeal,  which  is  now  attempted  to  be  raifed  on 
account  of  a  ftill  more  liberal  repeal ;  and  yet  none 
but  the  beft  confequences  have  followed.  The  large 
purchafes  which  the  catholics  have  made  of  the  for- 
feited  lands,  have  removed  the  infecurity  which  de- 
prefled  their  value,  as  long  as  they  were  poflefTed  ex- 
clufively  by  proteftants. 
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— ought  never  to  be  expofed  to  the 
common  handling  of  public  difquifi- 
tion. 

"  WITH  what  flagrant  and  impu- 
dent mifreprefentations  muft  thefe 
men  have  poifoned  the  king's  ear,  if 
they  have  fucceeded  in  making  him 
perverfely  hoftile  to  the  Irifh  Roman 
catholics — a  body  of  men  who  have 
the  ftrongeft  devotion  and  attachment 
not  only  to  his  majefty's  political,  but 
to  his  perfonal  character,  and  who 
would  fet  a  value  on  his  majefty's 
countenance  and  favour,  only  inferior 
to  that  which  they  would  attach  to  the 
benignity  of  their  God.* 

*  We  have  heard  Irifh  catholics,  who  have  had 
only  a  glimpfe  of  his  majefty's  perfon  on  Windfor 
terrace,  fpeak  of  him  with  a  fervor  and  delight,  which 
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"  WE  are  anxious  before  we  con- 
clude, to  give  the  public  the  means  to 
form  a  juft  eftimate  of  the  hardfhip  of 
the  privations  which  the  Irifh  catho- 
lics experience,  the  extent  of  which  is 
not  generally  underftood,  and  from  the 
fuppofed  infignificance  of  which,  an 
argument  is  fometimes  drawn  againft 
their  repeal. 

"  THE  catholics,  by  being  excluded 
from  all  offices  of  truft  and  emolu- 
ment, lofe  all  political  confequence  in 
the  country  ;  fo  that  a  proteftant  of 
feven  hundred  a  year,  is  more  looked 
up  to  than  a  catholic  of  feven  thoufand 
a  year. 

we  never  witnefled  in  an  Irifh  proteftant,  who  only 
loves  his  king  as  a  Dublin  coal  merchant  does  a  foul 
wind,  becaufe  it  encreafes  his  monopoly. 


93 

"By  being  excluded  from  fitting  in 
parliament,  they  are  deprived  of  the 
mcft precious  and  moft  effective  guaran- 
tee of  civil  liberty. 

"  THIS  difqualification,  in  fadl,  {huts 
them  out  from  the  fubordinate  offices 
which  the  law  permits  them  to  hold ; 
for  all  thefe  are  places  more  or  lefs  at 
the  difpofal  of  the  Irifh  members  of 
parliament,  in  order  to  fecure  their  at- 
tachment to  ministers. 

"THUS  catholics,  through  the  great- 
er part  of  Ireland,  are  ftill  virtually  ex- 
cluded from  the  offices  of  juftice  of 
peace,  and  grand  juror;  and  where 
they  are  admitted,  it  is  becaufe  they 
have  a  fufficient  number  of  votes  to  be 
an  objedl  to  the  county  member. 

"  A  gentleman's  confequence  in  Ire- 
M  2 
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land  confifts  very  much  at  prefent  in 
being  a  juftice  of  the  peace,  a  grand 
juror,  and  a  captain  of  a  yeoman 
corps.  From  thefe  fituations,  the 
catholics  are,  for  the  moft  part,  in  fac~l 
excluded,  and  confequently  exift  in  a* 
very  painful  degree  of  mfignificance. 

"  FROM  the  fame  caufe  the  middling 
clafs  of  Roman  catholics  are  excluded 
from  the  very  defireable  employments 
of  the  revenue,  the  excife,  and  all  petty 
municipal  offices.  So  complete  is  the 
monopoly  of  civil  employments  in  Ire- 
land, that  to  be  a  proteftant  is  almoft 
fufficient  to  be  fecure  of  a  competence. 

"  BUT  the  catholics  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  trade.  It  is  true  ;  but  under 
great  comparative  difadvantages.  They 
are  excluded  from  all  corporations, 
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and  are  debarred  by  law  from  being 
dire<5lors  of  the  bank. 

"  IT  is  very  plain  that  this  oppreC- 
five  reftriftion,  fubverfive  of  the  free- 
dom of  trade,  as  well  as  of  civil  liber- 
ty, mufl  have  a  very  pernicious  effect 
on  the  induftry  of  the  catholics  ;  and 
if  catholic  tradefmen  and  artizans 
iliould  be  found  more  addidled  to  idle 
and  irregular  habits  than  the  protef- 
tants,  it  may  fairly  be  afcribed  to  this 
very  intelligible  caufe,  rather  than  to 
the  nature  of  their  religion. 

"  ANOTHER  immediate  injury, 
which  the  prefent  penal  ftatutes  infli6l 
on  the  catholics,  is  a  great  infecurity 
of  property  and  perfon,  and  extreme 
uncertainty  of  redrefs  from  the  laws  of 
their  country. 
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"  CATHOLICS  cannot  be  flierifts  or 
fub-flieriffs  ;  juries  are  of  courfe  pro- 
teftant ;  and  on  any  trial,  where  party 
feelings  can  interfere,  a  catholic  is 
generally  judged  unfairly. 

**  IT  is  grown  into  a  proverb  among 
the  common  people  in  Ireland,  that 
there  is  no  law  for  a  catholic.  . 

"  BUT  a  ftill  more  vexatious  train  of 
injuries  flow  from  the  influence  which 
thefe  penal  ftatutes  have  in  forming 
habits  and  opinions  inimical  to  the 
catholics. 

"GOVERNMENT  in faft,  is  the  great 
leader  of  the  ton,  and  its  caprices  and 
abfurdities  are  adopted  by  the  public, 
with  all  the  rage  and  fertility  of 
fafhion, 

"  THE  Englifh  government  manifcft 
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by  their  tenacioufnefs  of  the  penal 
laws,  tha't  they  miflruft  and  diflike  the 
catholics. 

"  FIRST  come  the  bank  directors  of 
Ireland,  who,  not  having  the  good  fenfe 
to  feel,  that  as  their  profeffion  is  na- 
turally fordid  and  felfifh,  it  ought  to  be 
countera&ed  by  liberality  of  fentiment, 
pafs  a  law,  that  no  catholic  fhall  be 
employed  in  any  office  belonging  to 
the  bank,  the  number  of  which  is  very 
confiderable. 

"  PROTESTANT  families  will  not  in 
general  take  catholic  fervants  :  every 
newfpaper  contains  advertifements  for 
fervants,  fignifying  that  they  muft  not 
be  catholics. 

"  IN  yeoman  corps,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  no  catholics  are  admitted. 
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"UPON  the  laft  rebellion,  the  prin- 
cipal catholics  in  Dublin,  were  anxious 
to  enrol  themfelves  in  yeoman  corps ; 
they  were  rejedled  to  a  man,  by  the 
merchants'  corps,  and  in  general  by 
all  others,  and  were  only  admitted  into 
the  lawyers'  corps. 

"  IN  the  country  corps  of  yeomanry, 
the  bigotry  of  the  captains  generally 
excludes  catholics;  and  even  when  the 
captains  would  wifh,  for  the  appear- 
ance of  their  corps,  to  mix  a  few  flout 
comely  catholics  in  it,  the  bigotry  of 
the  privates  interferes  to  prevent  it ;  as 
in  mofl  inftances,  they  would  refign  to 
a  man,  if  fuch  a  meafure  was  perfift- 
ed  in. 

"  IN  many  towns  of  Ireland,  there 
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are  convivial  focieties,  among  whom  it 
is  a  rule  to  exclude  all  catholics. 

u  IN  many  counties,  proteftants  will 
not  viiit  a  catholic,  and  it  is  the  fafhion 
to  fpeak  of  them  in  the  moft  injurious 
and  degrading  terms. 

"  YET  the  Irifh  proteftants  are  not 
fo  much  to  be  blamed  for  thefe  ridi- 
culous and  difgraceful  habits  of  domef- 
tic  diflenfion ;  they  fufiered  in  fadl 
much  by  a  rebellion  which  they  ima- 
gined fprung  from  catholic  bigotry. 
They  fuffered  ftill  more  in  apprehen- 
fian. 

"THEY  were  too  much  under  the 
influence  of  alarm  to  enquire  calmly 
into  the  caufes  of  the  infurredtion,  or 
to  confider  that  a  popular  commotion 
excited  by  contumely,  could  not  be  ap- 
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peafed  by  a  continuance  of  injurious 
ufage. 

"  BUT  the  Britifh  cabinet,  fafe  and 
at  a  diftance,  cannot  reafonably  urge 
the  danger  of  the  prefent  moment,  as 
an  excufe  for  continuing  a  fyftem  of 
infult  towards  the  catholics,  blind  to 
all  its  future  confequences. 

"  WE  may  difapprove,  yet  we  may 
flill  view  with  fome  fcruples  of  allow- 
ance, the  inftitution  of  Orange  lodges, 
thofe  great  political  blunders  of  thole 
proteftant  gentry.  But  the  govern- 
ment cannot  be  excufed  for  counte- 
nancing the  public  celebration  of  the 
i  ft  and  1 2th  of  July,  and  the  4th  of 
November ;  which  every  year  give  rife 
to  the  moft  fatal  outrages  on  the  part 
of  the  proteftants  j  which  are  noto- 
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rioufly  intended  by  the  one  party,  and 
felt  by  the  other,  as  a  parade  of  infult- 
ing  domination. 

"  IT  requires  no  great  fpirit  of 
prophecy  to  foretel,  that  if  the  Eng- 
lifh  cabinet  go  on  preparing  every 
year,  more  materials  for  a  civil  war  in 
Ireland,  the  public  celebration  of  one 
of  thofe  days,  will  afford  the  trifling 
caufe,  the  little  fpark,  which  is  ever 
wanting  to  make  the  train  of  mifchief 
explode.  * 

"  WILL  the    Englifh  cabinet  never 
perceive   the  important  circumftances 

*  The  Duke  of  Bedford,  with  that,  good  fenfe, 
which  if  permitted,  would  have  achieved  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Ireland,  forebore  to  countenance  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Orange  orgies,  by  his  prefence. 

N  2 
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on  which  all  political  events  are  now 
turning  ? 

"  WILL  they  not  open  their  eyes  to 
that  incalculable  encreafe  of  perfonal 
pride  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Bri- 
tifh  iflands  ? 

"  CAN  they  not  fee  that  every  effort 
of  modern  habits,  is  diredled  to  the 
gratification  of  pride  and  vanity ;  and 
to  fecure,  under  fome  fhape  or  other, 
the  efteem  and  regard  of  fociety  ? 

"  WILL  they  never  abandon  thofe 
Scotch  principles  of  policy,  which  only 
regard  the  vulgar  interefts  of  men,  and 
negle<5l  the  feelings  of  the  human 
mind,  to  which  the  ftrongeft  intereft  is 
after  all  entirely  fubfervient  ? 

"  OF  what  value  is  wealth,  and  all 
the  principles  of  economy  on  which  it 
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is  fupported,  but  as  it  affifts  the  grati- 
fication of  perfonal  pride  ? 

"  WHAT  kind  of  policy  then  is  this, 
which  would  fcruple  to  plunder  the 
Roman  catholics  of  their  wealth,  which 
is  of  no  value,  but  as  a  means  to  grati- 
fy their  perfonal  pride,  and  yet  will 
not  hefitate  to  make  a  direct  attack  on 
that  perfonal  pride  in  its  moft  delicate 
and  moft  irritable  organs  ? 

"  IF  there  is  a  political  maxim  efta- 
blifhed  by  experience,it  is,  that  it  is  fafer 
to  injure  men  in  their  interefts,  than 
to  wound  their  pride. 

"THE  moft  difagreeable  circum- 
ftances  which  the  catholics  are  expofed 
to,  are  thefe  teftimonies  of  contempt 
inflidled  on  them  by  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen, which  would  not  take  place, 


104 

did  not  the  government  of  the  country 
declare  the  catholics  to  have  forfeited 
its  fympathy,  and  to  be  unworthy  of 
its  confidence. 

"You   may  fay,  that  this  want  of 
confidence   is  merely   nominal ;    that 
government  in  fadl,  places   as  much 
confidence    in    catholic    foldiers    and 
failors,  as  in  proteflants. 

"  ALLOW,  (which  is  not  the  cafe,) 
that  this  want  of  confidence  is  merely 
nominal,  flill  when  a  government  calls 
names,  whether  good  or  bad,  they  be- 
come in  fadl,  very  grave 'realities. 

"  GOVERNMENT  calls  a  man  a  lord. 
This  is  only  a  name ;  but  do  not  the 
mofl  fubftantial  effects  of  confequencc 
and  fuperiority  flow  from  it  ? 

"  BUT  the  reverfe  of  any  propofition 
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that  is  true,  is  true  alfo  in  the  reverfe ; 
and  if  government,  by  attaching 
nominal  honours  to  men,  really  inverts 
them  with  fuperiority  and  grandeur  ; 
fo  by  attaching  nominal  difhonours  to 
men,  it  ftamps  upon  them  inferiority 
and  difgrace. 

"  IT  is  not,  therefore,  for  the  fake 
of  political  emoluments  alone,  (though 
thefe  are  fair  objedls  of  honourable 
ambition,)  it  is  not  merely  to  repre* 
fent  the  infignificance  of  their  coun- 
try in  parliament,  that  the  catholics 
look  for  an  equality  with  the  pro- 
teftants ;  this  is  not  the  emancipa- 
tion which  informs  them  with  one  foul, 
one  intereft,  one  purpofe  ;  what  they 
may  not,  what  they  will  not  forego,  is 
an  emancipation  from  national  con- 
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tempt,  from  public  ignominy,  from 
domeftic  depredation. 

"  A  catholic  fuffers  the  three  moft 
poignant  feelings,  that  can  touch  the 
human  heart. 

"  TH  E  government  of  his  country 
paffes  a  vote  of  cenfure  on  him. 

"  His  fellow-citizen  exprefles  his 
contempt  for  him,  and  exprefles  it  with 
impunity. 

"THE  child  of  his  affedlion  blufhes 
for  him,  and  mourns  for  himfelf,  when 
he  learns  that  he  neceflarily  inherits 
from  his  father  a  blot  and  a  reproach, 
which  no  private  virtues,  or  mental 
endowments,  can  obliterate  or  conceal. 

"  How  can  we  torture  with  this  re- 
fined barbarity  ? 

•c  Do  not  we  Ihrink  back  at  the  fight 
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of  a  limb  being  cut  off,  and  feel  it  in 
our  own  marrow  ?  Can  we  not  feel, 
becaufe  the  fufferer  is  a  catholic  ? 

"  O  hearts  of  barbarians,  of  zealots, 
of  proteftants  !  the  flames  which  made 
the  name  of  Bonner  accurfed,  the  hide- 
ous night  of  St  Bartholomew,  are  not  fo 
great  a  difgrace  to  the  chara&er  of 
man,  as  your  cold  contriving  bigotry. 

"THEY  at  leaft  had  the  excufe,  the 
varnifh  of  religious  feeling;  they 
fprung  not  from  felfifhnefs,  but  from 
a  vifitation  of  fanaticifm,  as  infcruta- 
ble  as  phyfical  infanity.  Thefe  men 
merely  made  a  miftake  ;  they  wor- 
fhipped  a  demon,  and  thought  him 
God. 

"  BUT   you,  with  perfect   pofleffion 
of  your  faculties,  with  a  calm  pulfe, 
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and  minds  unaffedted  by  the  flighteft 
emotion,  perpetuate  ftatutes,  to  gall 
the  beft  and  moft  honourable  feelings 
of  many  millions  of  men,  whofe  fenfa- 
tions  of  pleafure  and  pain  are  exadlly 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  from 
which  your  own  happinefs  or  mifery  is 
derived. 

"  THE  catholics  can  feel,  and  do 
fuffer. 

"  THE  very  peafantry  acutely  feel 
the  ftigma  caft  by  government  upon 
their  fed  and  their  religion.  The 
loweft  order  even  fuffer  moft.  The 
wealthy  catholics  acquire  a  degree  of 
confideration  and  legal  fecurity  from 
their  property,  but  the  peafantry  are 
left  naked  to  the  pelting  of  the  ftorm, 
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to  all  the  jibes  and  jobs  of  proteftant 
afccndancy. 

"  NOT  only  a  proteftant  lord  looks 
down  upon  a  catholic  lord,  and  a  pro- 
teftant gentleman  on  a  catholic  gentle- 
man ;  but  a  proteftant  peafant  on  a 
catholic  peafant ;  and  in  proportion  as 
the  degrading  fcale  defcends,  the  ex- 
preflion  of  contempt  becomes  more 
marked  and  grofs. 

"  Now,  let  any  man  fay,  can  fuch 
difqualifications  be  perpetuated  with 
juftice  or  humanity  ;  or  can  they  be 
borne  with  patience  ? 

"  CAN  we  then  find  too  ftrong  terms 
to  expofe  to  Europe,  every  where  elfe 
enlightened  and  liberal,  the  dull  and 
malignant  condudl  of  the  Irifh  and 
Englifh  proteftants  ? 
o  2 
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"  CAN  we  find  words  to  exprefs  our 
aftoniihment,  that  the  Englifh  cabinet 
fhould  become  an  echo,  not  to  ravings 
of  Bedlam,  but  to  a  cento  of  every 
thing  that  is  grofs,  vulgar,  and  per- 
verfe:  Dublin  guilds,  common  coun- 
cil-men, aldermen,  corporations  ;  fat 
fools,  that  have  been  hitherto  non-de- 
fcripts  in  the  clafTes  of  fcience,  litera- 
ture, and  good  fenfe  ? 

"  CAN  we  too  warmly  deprecate  the 
diftngenuoufnefs  with  which  every 
variety  of  rebellion  in  Ireland  is  at- 
tributed to  the  catholic  religion,  with- 
out ever  taking  into  confideration,  the 
injuftice  with  which  the  profeflbrs  of 
that  religion  have  been  treated  ? 

"  THE  proteftants,  in  their  terror  of 
perfecution,  have  become  perfecutors  ; 
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their  alarm  at  catholic  atrocities,  has 
made  them  atrocious  ;  to  hear  them 
fpeak,  one  would  imagine  that  they  had 
been  the  patient  and  uncomplaining 
fufferers,  from  the  reign  of  William 
till  George  the  Third  ;  that  they  had 
borne  this  long  and  cruel  teft  of  loyal 
refignation  ;  that  they  had  been  de- 
prived of  property,  of  arms,  of  every 
legal  and  honourable  right. 

"  No,  it  is  not  fuffering,  but  it  is 
power,  it  is  the  pride  of  artificial 
afcendancy,  it  is  the  jealoufy  arifing 
from  exclufive  privilege,  that  corrupts 
the  underftanding,  and  hardens  the 
heart." 

THE  END. 


